AD  HOCKERY

of affluent voters. It was to be the heyday of political PR
image-builders, packaging the rival leaders and knocking their
opponents. The British brand of personality-cult reporting
developed by the gossip-writers would have blossomed into an
even more luxuriant growth.

But in the event no such thing happened. Indeed the
ideological content of this year's election choice promises to be
greater than at any time since the war. The facts of contem-
porary life have forced this choice upon us. The decisions that
are waiting to be made are too difficult and too important to
be left to mere ad hockery.

Enoch Powell understands this and has the courage to say
it. Even those who disagree with his philosophy and the poli-
cies that flow from it must recognise that they do stem from a
serious analysis of society and a personal conviction about the
way in which it should develop. He knows that, without some
framework of thought to guide decision-making, the whole
business of government degenerates into a frantic search for a
hotchpotch of measures designed solely to maintain yourself
in power. It is greatly to his credit that when he sees this pro-
cess taking place within his own party he should feel moved to
speak out. He suspects that the whole direction of modern
society is towards socialism. And of course he is right.

The case for socialism is growing stronger every day.

1.  As a tool of analysis it is invaluable, even for non-
Socialists, for it enables us to understand the forces that are at
work in society and the clash of interests that do exist. How,
without Marx's gloomy prediction that the rich will get richer
and the poor poorer, can we understand the political conse-
quences  of  the  world   population   explosion   and   China's
growing influence ?

2. As a guide to techniques for dealing with a wide range of
industrial and social problems, socialism is making headway